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March 4, 2025

The Honorable Catherine Blakespear and The Honorable Henry Stern
California State Senate

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Senate Bill 427 - Ensuring Ongoing Funding for Critical Habitat Conservation
Dear Senators Blakespear and Stern,

On behalf of our organizations, the undersigned write to express strong support for Senate Bill 427
and to thank you for proposing to remove the sunset date of July 1, 2030 for the Habitat
Conservation Fund (HCF). The HCF funds projects are led by state agencies, local governments,
nonprofits, and other organizations and plays a key role in preserving California’s biodiversity and
promoting the long-term health of our natural resources for future generations.



Initially created by the California Wildlife Protection Act, the Habitat Conservation Fund (HCF) was
approved by California voters in 1990 to fund projects protecting critical ecosystems, open spaces,
wildlife corridors, and enhancing public access to natural areas and promoting outdoor
education. Since 1990, more than $1 billion in HCF funds have protected over 1.2 million acres of
wildlife habitat across California since 1990 as well as supporting more than 350 local and regional
parks projects.

Citizen-led Proposition 117 of 1990 required an annual transfer of $30 million General Fund dollars
into the HCF until July 1, 2020, and specified how the monies were to be expended. Prop 117 allows
the Legislature to extend this sunset date and/or make this fund permanent by deleting the sunset.
In 2019, the Legislature and Governor agreed as part of the annual budget process to extend the
annual allocation to the Habitat Conservation Fund through July 1, 2030. While the HCF annuall
allocation is relatively small in comparison to resource-related bond acts, it has provided a
necessary, consistent, and reliable revenue source for conservation efforts in California -- helping to
attract and secure other public and private funding critical to complete major acquisitions,
restoration, and wildlife connectivity projects.

In the five years since the Legislature and Governor extended the HCF through 2030, the
Department of Finance has proposed (through the May Revision process) to sweep the HCF twice
and proposed in 2024 to terminate it alfogether. The legislature rejected these efforts.

Section 8 of Proposition 117 expressly states that “the Legislature shall not reallocate the funds
allocated by Sections 2787 and 2788 of the Fish and Game Code.” Further, Section 8 requires that
any action taken by the Legislature must be consistent with and furthering the purposes of the
initiative. Past proposals to revert or reallocate funds out of the Habitat Conservation Fund and shift
those funds back into the General Fund are therefore inconsistent with the purposes of Proposition
117 and may even be unlawful.

The HCF has a 35-year track record of providing critical funding across California for a variety of
projects that provide resiliency to the effects of climate change, create new jobs, increase
outdoor access in communities, and support a robust tourism economy.

By eliminating the sunset, SB 427 will extend the HCF in perpetuity to protect a necessary,
consistent, and reliable revenue source for conservation efforts that benefit California’s diverse
communities and biodiversity.

SB 427 ensures that the Habitat Conservation Fund will continue and gives Governor Newsom an
opportunity to secure a legacy that began with his father's wisdom and advocacy more than 40
years ago.

Please call on us to help you enact this important legislation.

Sincerely,

Aydee Palomino Barbara Brydolf

EJ Campaign Project Manager President

Alianza Coachella Valley Alta Peak Chapter, California Native Plant
Society

Mike Lynes Joel Weltzien

Director, Public Policy California Chapter Coordinator

Audubon California Backcountry Hunters & Anglers


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=2787.&lawCode=FGC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=2788.&lawCode=FGC

Cheryl Auger
President
Ban SUP (Single Use Plastic)

Jeannette Tuitele Lewis
President/CEO
Big Sur Land Trust

Kim Kolpin
Executive Director
Bolsa Chica Land Trust

Colin Barrows
CoFounder
CactusToCloud Institute

Chriss Bowles

President

California Bowmen Hunters/State Archery
Association

Don Martin

President

California Chapter of the Wild Sheep
Foundation

Susan Jordan
Founder & Executive Director
California Coastal Protection Network

Caroline Godkin
Executive Director
California Council of Land Trusts

Lori Jacolbs
President
California Houndsmen for Conservation

Daniel Gluesenkamp
President
California Institute for Biodiversity

Rick Travis
Legislative Director
California Rifle and Pistol Association

Candi Muse

President

California State Chapter of the National Wild
Turkey Federation

Mark Hennelly
Vice President of Advocacy
California Waterfowl Association

André Sanchez

Community Engagement & Conservation
Policy Manager

Calwild

J.P. Rose
Policy Director, Urban Wildlands
Center for Biological Diversity

Terry Welsh, MD
President
Coastal Corridor Alliance

Candice Meneghin
Executive Director
Coastal Ranches Conservancy

Pamela Flick
California Program Director
Defenders of Wildlife

Christopher Hoon

Manager of Government Affairs — Pacific
Flyway

Delta Waterfow!

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League

Pamela Heatherington
Board of Directors
Environmental Center of San Diego

Josefina Barrantes

30x30 Coordinator / Del Norte Advocate
EPIC - Environmental Protection Information
Center

Paul Hughes
Executive Director
Forests Forever

Jim Lindburg
Legislative Consultant
Friends Committee on Legislation of California

Allison Weber
Forest and Water Policy Director
Friends of the Inyo



Jordan Grimes
State & Regional Resilience Manager
Greenbelt Alliance

Claire Schlotfterbeck
Executive Director
Hills For Everyone

Brenda Gallegos
Public Lands Program Manager
Hispanic Access Foundation

Katie Nolan
Wild Animals Campaign Specialist
In Defense of Animals

Charles Miller
Chair
Los Angeles Climate Reality Project

Tori Kjer
Executive Director
Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust

Carla Mena
Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs
Los Padres ForestWatch

Brian Malone
Acting General Manager
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District

Krystian Lahage
Public Policy Officer
Mojave Desert Land Trust

Nick Joslin
Forest & Watershed Watch Program Manager
Mount Shasta Bioregional Ecology Center

R. Brent Lyles
Executive Director
Mountain Lion Foundation

Neal Desai
Senior Director, Pacific Region
National Parks Conservation Association

Beth Pratt
Regional Executive Director, California
National Wildlife Federation

Belen Bernal
Executive Director
Nature for All

Bettina Rosmarino
Land Acquisition Director
Oswit Land Trust

Paul Mason
V.P., Policy & Incentives
Pacific Forest Trust

Natalie S. Brown
Policy Advocate
Planning and Conservation League

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Julie Rentner
President
River Partners

Ryan Bronson
Director of Government Affairs
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

James Peugh
Conservation Co-Chair
San Diego Bird Alliance

Gary Brennan
President
San Diego County Wildlife Federation

Julianna Tetlow
Senior Director of Government Relations
San Diego Humane Society - Project Wildlife

Adam Livingston
Director of Planning and Policy
Sequoia Riverlands Trust

Paul Vienneau
Executive Director
Shasta Land Trust

Emily Blackmer

Director of Government and Community
Affairs

Sierra Business Council



Mahtisa Djahangiri
Campaign Strategist
Sierra Club CA

Jenny Hatch
Executive Director
Sierra Nevada Alliance

Nickolaus Sackett
Director of Legislative Affairs
Social Compassion in Legislation

Eamon O'Byrne
Executive Director
Sonoma Land Trust

Tracy Salcedo
Chair
Sonoma Mountain Preservation

Aaron Zettler-Mann
Executive Director
South Yuba River Citizens League

Jennifer Savage
California Policy Associate Director
Surfrider Foundation

Darcie Goodman Collins, PhD
CEO
The League to Save Lake Tahoe

Liz Forsburg Pardi
Director of External Affairs & Policy
The Nature Conservancy

Melanie Winter
Founder & Director
The River Project

Frazier Haney
Executive Director
The Wildlands Conservancy

Rico Mastrodonato
Legislative & Policy Director
Trust for Public Land

Steve Miller
President
Tulare Basin Wetlands Association

Patrick Koepele
Executive Director
Tuolumne River Trust

Jennifer Van Gelder
Owner/Biologist
Van Gelder Biological

Buffalo Bruce
Staff Ecologist
Western Nebraska Resources Council

Dr. Elizabeth Dougherty
Director
Wholly H20

Sharon Negri
Director
WildFutures

Mari Galloway
California Program Director
Wildlands Network

CcC: The Honorable Monique Limon, Chair, Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee
Members, Senate Natural Resources & Water Committee



