
          
   
January 10, 2025 
 
California Bureau of Land Management​
California State Office  
2800 Cottage Way, W-1622 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
 
Submitted electronically to: josephstout@blm.gov, eameyer@blm.gov 
 
Dear State Director Joseph Stout, 
 
We are writing to respectfully request that the State of California Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) prioritize the restoration of public lands by identifying two priority landscapes as 
outlined in Instruction Memorandum 2024-035. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the 
Inflation Reduction Act provided opportunities for ecosystem restoration on BLM lands. Over 
the past two years, the BLM identified 21 Restoration Landscapes across the country, 
representing areas where restoration efforts can significantly improve environmental and 
community outcomes.  
 
As part of this effort, BLM California identified the Cosumnes River as a priority restoration 
landscape. The Cosumnes River is the last free-flowing river from the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
into California's Great Central Valley. Ongoing restoration efforts in the area aim to improve 
water flow, enhance landscape connectivity, control invasive species, and reduce wildfire risks, 
ensuring the long-term protection of this remarkable preserve. 
 
However, under current policy, California BLM must identify at least one additional priority 
restoration landscape by the end of the first quarter of FY2025. This group is strongly urging the 
California BLM to identify at least one additional priority landscape by this deadline and 
consider identifying two. We also respectfully suggest that the state consider the following 
ecosystems as priority landscape candidates. 
 
The Mojave River Watershed is a significant and unique environmental region located in 
Southern California, spanning parts of San Bernardino and Riverside Counties. It is a critical 
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component of the larger Mojave Desert ecosystem and supports a variety of habitats, including 
desert riparian corridors, wetlands, upland desert scrub, and alkaline playas. Restoration of the 
Mojave River Watershed Ecosystem is essential for maintaining biodiversity, improving water 
quality, and increasing the resilience of this unique desert environment to climate change. 
Furthermore, restoration efforts would benefit local communities, economies, and the long-term 
health of the Mojave Desert region. This includes specifically Palisades Ranch for which Mojave 
Desert Land Trust would be an ideal partner because of their ownership. The Amargosa Basin 
Watershed has unique, endemic, and endangered species such as the Devil’s Hole pupfish and 
Amargosa vole with existing private and public partnerships already established. Tamarisk 
removal remains an important addition to restoration efforts along the Amargosa River which 
reduces that amount of water pulled from the river and encourages the establishment of native 
species such as willow.   
 
Mulok Luyuk within Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument suffered damage last year 
from wildlife suppression efforts and is in critical need of targeted restoration to revive sensitive 
native plant species. Tuleyome would be an ideal partner for this work. Additionally, Tuleyome 
and the OHV community will build upon existing partnership work within the Knoxville region 
of the Ukiah Field Office to restore OHV routes and roads after wildfire and damaging rain. 
Restoration work continues through redesigned roads for drainage to help natural and cultural 
resources.  
 
The patchwork of BLM lands within the Arcata Field Office and adjacent private lands have 
been impacted by illegal cannabis grow operations and are in need of collaborative restoration 
tools to protect wildlife and restore habitat.   
 
Prioritizing the restoration of BLM ecosystems would not only enhance the ecological health of 
these important areas but would also align with California’s goals for climate resilience, 
biodiversity conservation, and water security. We strongly urge the California BLM to act swiftly 
and identify a second priority landscape by the FY2025 deadline. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. We request a meeting to discuss 
how we can work together to protect and restore California's vital ecosystems.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mason Voehl 
Executive Director 
Amargosa Conservancy 
 
 
Linda Castro 
Assistant Policy Director 
CalWild 
 
 



Brendan Wilce 
Conservation Program Coordinator 
California Native Plant Society 
 
Elyane Stefanick 
California Program Director 
Conservation Lands Foundation 
 
Allison Weber 
Forest and Water Policy Director 
Friends of the Inyo 
 
Justin Crellin 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Lost Coast 
 
Krystian Lahage 
Public Policy Director 
Mojave Desert Land Trust 
 
Sandra Schubert 
Executive Director 
Tuleyome 
 
Laura Cunningham 
California Director 
Western Watersheds Project 


