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The Cover Photo
Chocolate Mountain,
in the Piper Mountains
Wilderness, on a winter
afternoon. Hike the peak
with Friends of the Inyo on
February 14.
Photo: Todd Vogel/Outdoor
Link Photography
Inyo is a Paiute word meaning “dwelling place
of the Great Spirit.” For us, this dwelling place
extends from the bottom of Death Valley to
the top of Mount Whitney, from Owens Lake to
Topaz Lake, from the crest of the Sierra Nevada
to the roof of the Great Basin atop the White
Mountains.
The Jeffrey Pine Journal, named after the Eastern
Sierra’s most aromatic conifer, is distributed free
to all members of Friends of the Inyo and wherever
great spirits tend to dwell.

by James Wilson

L

ate this summer I awoke in Cottonwood Basin in the White Mountains with tired
muscles and a sense of contentment. The previous day, my daughter Rosanne, members of the Friends of the Inyo stewardship crew, a U.S .Forest Service hydrologist,
and I had spent the day rehabilitating spawning beds in the North Fork of Cottonwood
Creek for the endangered Paiute Cutthroat Trout. While it did make an old back sore, it
was rewarding work. Cottonwood Basin was one of the first places we went to in Eastern
California when we moved here over 30 years ago. It was the first place Rosanne went
backpacking with us. Now we were volunteering our weekend to help the rare fish and
make Cottonwood a better place.
Friends of the Inyo depends on our volunteers for success. We need different kinds
of capital to achieve our goals, including moral, financial and human capital. Our volunteers and partners give us all three kinds of capital. Through opinions, efforts and ideas
you build moral capital: you give us a land ethic. Through donations you build our bank
accounts: you give us money. Through volunteer hours you get stuff done. You give us
time, a priceless asset.
That volunteer time is a critical source of strength for Friends of the Inyo; we depend on
our volunteers for success.
As Friends of the Inyo volunteers you do many things. You pick up trash: You clean up
campsites. You pull tamarisk from desert streams and washes. You write letters to county
supervisors and congressmen and congresswomen. You make phone calls (sometimes hundreds of phone calls). You serve on the Friends of the Inyo board. Board members donate
many hours of work a year. You go to Washington, D.C. and lobby. You build fences, both
literal and figurative.
This past year we have had many accomplishments in our three program areas of preservation, exploration and stewardship, thanks in no small part to volunteers. Through
the Eastern Sierra and Northern San Gabriel Wild Heritage Act, nearly 500,000 acres of
new Wilderness and 50 miles of Wild and Scenic rivers were designated. We skied to
Glass Creek Meadow and hiked and monitored tamarisk in Surprise Canyon. We explored
the Volcanic Tableland, led Crossroads School service trips, built a fence at Dechambeau
Ranch, restored switchback cuts on the Duck Pass Trail and celebrated Coastal Cleanup
Day at Convict Lake by removing 90 pounds of trash. It is a big list; these are only a few
examples.
Our partners in this work included the Bureau of Land Management, the Inyo National
Forest, the Eastern Sierra Climbers Coalition, the Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep Foundation,
various schools, the Mono Lake Committee, the Owens Valley Indian Water Commission,
the Youth Conservation Corps, as well as many others.
All this work is a huge investment toward the goal of sustainability for our public lands—
a sustainable, functioning economy and ecosystem in Eastern California for humans and
all of the creatures that make our
home unique and wonderful.
The bighorn sheep, the collared lizard and the chickadee all thank you.
For all of the above, the board
and staff of Friends of the Inyo are
truly grateful. Thank you again for
your time, energy and financial support.
Be well, and take time to walk plenty, and
talk to those chickadees.
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Get Out!
Exploring Saline Valley
By Todd Vogel

Once,

Getting there
I’ve entered Saline Valley via four different routes, each somewhat of a commitment in its own way. By vehicle and not for the faint of
heart—Eureka Valley, Dedekera Canyon and Steel Pass make for a fun way to go if you have a true 4WD vehicle and know how to use
it on technical terrain. This route ranks a 4 on the 1 – 5 bumpy scale, and you actually drive up small (usually) dry waterfalls. If driving
over basketball size rocks is your thing, you might enjoy this route. The other two more typical approaches are either from the north or
south end of the Saline Valley road. Plan on the longest 25 miles of dirt you’ve ever driven. Ease or difficulty of travel just depends on
conditions, which are sometimes suitable for sedans, and rarely a goat cart would be a better choice. Finally, using the fourth route, I
have arrived on foot after hiking up and over the Inyo Mountains and descending a remote canyon on the north end of the valley. There
are many other permutations on this tactic, which I will leave to your own research.

Exploring
Have at it—there’s a lifetime of exploration to do. Some suggestions: many roads penetrate the mouths of the canyons on the eastside of
the Inyo Mountains (the west side of Saline Valley). These are worthy forays. Start with Hunter Canyon, which has a decent 4WD road
to its mouth and a surprise a short way into the canyon. A couple of canyons to the north of Hunter, Beveridge Canyon is worth a jaunt.
The road washed out a couple of years ago, so you may have to walk from the main dirt road. Then, continuing north, McElvoy Canyon
also has some surprises waiting for you. The only real problem with a visit to Saline Valley is all those other valleys, peaks and canyons
you’ll see, with names of their own that beg for another visit, another time…

Resources
Books: Much has been written about Saline Valley, and there are several guide books including the recent Michael Digonnet book,
Hiking Western Death Valley National Park: Panamint, Saline, and Eureka Valleys.
Maps: First time visitors will want the National Geographic map to Death Valley National Park, as well as the individual topo maps to
any areas you intend to visit.
A Google search for any of these keywords will reward the searcher: “saline valley hot springs, mcelvoy beveridge canyon, steele pass.”

A brilliant sunset ends another day of adventure in the Inyos.
photo: Todd Vogel
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while sitting at the bar of a local diner, my wife and
I overheard a longtime resident ask his buddy when
he’d moved to the area. “Fifty-seven,” he responded. “Aww, you’re just a
newcomer,” the buddy replied. My wife and I glanced at each other. “I
guess we know where we stand,” I remarked (having lived here a mere
ten years). Now twenty plus have gone by since our move, and I feel
like I am finally making a tiny bit of headway into exploring the copious
public lands within an hour’s (or three hours’) drive from home, though
I am several lifetimes away from getting to all the nooks and crannies.
For instance, I’ve looked at Basin Mountain, in the Sierra out of Bishop,
nearly every day of my brief life as a resident of the Owens Valley and yet
have never rested on its summit. This causes me some degree of distress
as I feel a personal obligation to climb every named peak within sight of
my house.
I also would like to visit and explore every named valley in the Inyo
region, which is ironic because until my first visit to Saline Valley five
years ago, it too was a blank spot on my personal map. For many people,
Spring colors—and Costa’s hummingbirds—brighten the
Saline Valley needs no introduction, but for me it was always the place I’ll
get to “one of these” years. Seen one desert, seen ‘em all, I figured. Anyway, scenery in Saline.
I was reminded of this “I’ll get to it” way of planning recently at the FOI
membership picnic when the subject of Saline Valley came up. One of the
participants in the conversation expressed a sentiment much like “I’ve been meaning to get over there…”
So, consider this an exhortation to get your butt over to Saline Valley if you haven’t been there. Lots of desert. Big mountains. Deep
canyons. Flowing streams. Waterfalls. Ho-hum: hot springs, too.
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Stewardsh
Caring for the Eastern Sierra
In 2009, Friends of the Inyo played a bigger part in stewarding the public lands of the Eastern Sierra than ever
before. Two professional crews worked on Inyo National
Forest lands from June through October, repairing trails on
high Sierra passes and building fences in the Glass Mountains and the Mono Basin. Two stewards cared for the
popular recreation areas in the Mammoth Lakes Basin, one
worked in the Mono Basin while wilderness stewardship
volunteers partnered with Forest Service crews in the backcountry. Read on for field reports from three teams.
The numbers aren’t final yet, but still they far exceed expectations. On the Inyo National Forest, Friends of the Inyo
projects included 694 people (202 of whom were under 18)
for 5469 hours of volunteer labor, generating the equivalent
of $110,747 in work!

Mono Stewardship Crew
Disappearances and Discoveries

Photo: Justin Hite
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The Mono Stew Crew builds a fence at DeChambeau Ranch.

By Justin Hite
Sometimes I feel pretty lucky. Not only does work take me to beautiful places, but I get to linger for days in
those remarkable areas and allow the character of the place to seep in.
This fall I was with Friends of the Inyo’s Stewardship Crew taking a water break at DeChambeau Ranch north
of Mono Lake. We were putting the final touches on a new rail fence with the ranch’s resident great horned
owl keeping a half-lidded eye on us to make sure we didn’t get too close. Then it happened: a bright red bird
alighted on one of our fence posts. It was a young male Vermillion flycatcher, one of the most gorgeous birds
in North America, seen only once before in the Mono Basin (back in 1981). After weeks of hard work, nothing
could have been a more perfect christening than this scarlet desert visitor using our post to wack the wings off
a hapless little butterfly.
We didn’t see vagrant birds on all our work days, but there were marvelous discoveries nonetheless. Both
the Mono Lake Committee’s Outdoor Experiences volunteers and the Mono Lake Volunteers helped us on 12
different weekends pulling invasive plants throughout the basin. From sweet clover along the new Lake Trail
to bouncing bett at the mouth of Mill Creek to tumbleweed at South Tufa, the invasives met their match at
the hands of the intrepid kids and adults. Scorpions lurked under rocks, causing much general excitement;
phalaropes swarmed past hot springs and tufa groves as we stood with tumbleweed in hand; thunderheads
wandered by over the distant hillsides, rumbling in possible approval.
The Mono crew stayed busy without volunteers, too. We disappeared dozens of bandit (non-inventoried,
user-created) roads to such great effect that no one will ever know they were there. We diverted creeks out of
roads and back down their native channels. We put new fences up and tore old ones down (sometimes this
felt a little silly). We raked away at least a dozen miles of off-route tracks in the pumice flats between Mono
and Mammoth.
Simply put, it was a wonderful season.
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ip Diaries
Wilderness Stewardship

Mammoth Lakes Basin Stewards
Tours and Trails

Campsites and Causeways

By Drew Foster
Backpacking out toward the Silver Divide, fishing Lake George, finding your own route up Crystal Crag, photographing the Mammoth
Crest at sunrise: the Mammoth Lakes Basin in the summertime is
a truly spectacular place, and this is no secret. It is one of the most
heavily trafficked and utilized places in the area for locals and tourists, alike. For the second season in a row, I feel both proud and lucky
to have spent my time working in this basin.
Given it’s high use, the Lakes Basin demands a significant amount
of attention. This summer, two of us stewards (Brian Scavone and
I), in partnership with the Forest Service, lead naturalist tours, maintained trails, cleaned fire rings and fielded questions from hikers and
campers. We also ran several very successful volunteer days, as part
of the “Summer of Stewardship” program (see page 6 for details)
painting signs and picnic tables, working on trails and cleaning up
trash. Thanks to all who participated!
The spring rains this year brought out some beautiful floral displays to the Sierra, which provided an abundance of flowers from
May to September, and the usual Yogi Bears came sniffing around
campers, anglers, and even breaking into the Twin Lakes general
store! Now the first big snow has come down, the plants have gotten
the last of their seeds and fruits dispersed, and the animals are looking to hunker down for the winter months. What a short, productive,
and exciting summer it was!

By Andrew Schurr
I spent most of my summer in the High Sierra as part of Friends of
the Inyo’s Wilderness Stewardship team. From Cottonwood Basin
in the south to Rush Creek in the north, we covered the range. Here
are some highlights:
Mount Whitney Trailwork
Working with the American Hiking Society and the Inyo National
Forest on the Mt. Whitney Trail, my major job was to make sure no
one went hungry and was feeling fit and ready for the trail. Bacon at
12,000 feet will keep anybody going!
Wilderness Campsite Inventory
The Friends of the Inyo Volunteer Wilderness Campsite Inventory
program kicked off this year with nine volunteers working in the
Golden Trout, Inyo Mountains and Hoover Wilderness areas. Hopefully we can expand this program to other areas on the Forest next
year so members of the public can contribute and see what it takes
to manage our beloved wilderness areas.
Athenian School
In late August, Forest Service Ranger Katy Hancock and I worked
with two separate groups of students from the Athenian School in
Danville, CA maintaining the Pacific Crest Trail along Rush Creek.
Getting kids involved in this way really builds a wilderness ethic for
the future.

The Stew Crew tackles Twin Lakes Trail.

Clearing the Fish Creek Trail, another Wilderness Stewardship
project for Andrew.

Special Thanks
Our Members—your donations make this work possible
The Basin Crew (Justin, Drew & Brian)
The Stew Crew (Chris, Lauren, Mike, Rebecca, Bayard, Dave, Carson
and Eiger)
Inyo National Forest’s dedicated staff
National Forest Foundation’s Ski Conservation Fund, Wilderness
Stewardship Challenge Grant and Matching Awards Program
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area
Mammoth Lakes Trails and Public Access
Resources Legacy Fund Foundation
Bill Carter & the Backcountry Horsemen of California/Bishop
Mono County
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Get Down, Get Out, G
Four Pathways to Winter Survival
By Paul McFarland
Illustrations by John Muir Laws

As with most things, how you perceive winter depends on where you’re standing. The silent downward sifting of huge white flakes is calming
when viewed from next to a warm wood stove, steaming tea in hand. Likewise, morning air so cold you feel you could shatter it is “bracing”
when locking into skis while wrapped in layers of high-tech, moisture wicking fabrics.
What does the mountain chickadee – weighing less than two 25-cent coins, with a normal body temperature around 108°F – think when the air
drops below 32°F? What about when a 30-mph wind gust rattles their snow-covered Jeffrey pine, dropping the perceptible temperature to 18°F?
I’ve tried to ask chickadees, while skiing along a snowy ridge on a bluebird day of course, but they don’t seem too interested in stopping to chat.
Rather, they, like me, seem ecstatic just to be out and about. I can picture them now like ski bums strung along a mountain town bar, huddled
together in the crook of some tree, mumbling to one another about how great it’s going to be when the wind dies and sun comes out.
Anthropomorphism aside, getting through winter can’t be easy for our non-human neighbors here in the Eastern Sierra. What do you do if
your food’s buried under snow or completely absent, and it’s constantly cold enough to freeze you solid?

GET DOWN

GET OUT

Many people feel a special kinship with our local black bears.
We often see reflections of ourselves in these lumbering,
furry fellow mammals. Like those of us for whom winter
means catching up on reading, knitting or fireplace staring,
winter means getting cozy for the black bear – down into a
comfy hollow log, rock shelter or branch-roofed cave to
wait out the winter in a state of dormancy.
Once snug in the den, black bears literally turn down
their internal furnace by slowing their heart rate to just
eight beats per minute (from a normal rate of 60 bpm). This
slowing not only lowers the bear’s body temperature, but
also acts to conserve its supply of stored body fat until winter passes.
Black bears are not truly hibernating. That is to say, they
do not dramatically lower their body temperature, and they
can be fairly easily aroused from their drowsy dormancy.

While it’s often difficult to divine why a certain critter
responds to winter in their own peculiar way, the behavioral trigger for the western tanager is relatively straight
forward: food. As the western tanager’s main summer food
– insects with a side of fruit – grows scarce while summer
turns to fall, these fair-weather friends simply leave.
Rather than come up with some creative way to endure
freezing cold and food scarcity, tanagers and their fellow
neo-tropical migratory songbirds fly south from the Eastern Sierra to spend winter in the pine-oak forests of southwestern Mexico and Central America, gorging on tropical
fruit and berries. While tanagers may not order drinks with
umbrellas and crushed ice, the similarity of their winter
adaptive strategy to that of some other North American
megafauna should not be lightly discounted.

Black Bear

Western Tanager

Friends of
8

the

Inyo

Jeffrey Pine Journal 

Volume VII, Issue II

Get Tough or Get Busy

GET TOUGH

GET BUSY

Mourning Cloak Butterfly

Pika

The very picture of grace, butterflies are not generally associated with the harshness of winter. However, one arctic
February day a few years ago while snowshoeing along the
surface of a frozen local creek, there, flitting effortlessly
through leafless aspens and dormant willows, the iridescent brown of a mourning cloak exploded any preconceived
notion of butterfly delicacy.
The story of how the mourning cloak—a cold-blooded,
fragile insect—survives subzero temperatures is one of true
grit. Employing a bit of biochemical wizardry, this butterfly
literally cheats Jack Frost. Like nearly all life, the mourning
cloak will die if its blood and other internal liquids freeze.
Ice crystals will not only pierce cell walls, destroying the
building blocks of life, but also deprive cells of the liquid
water needed to carry out basic cellular processes.
To avoid becoming a winged popsicle, mourning cloaks
manufacture compounds known as cryoprotectants. These
compounds, such as glycerol (akin to automotive antifreeze), act to reduce (depress) the freezing point and control ice crystal formation in the insect’s blood.
With antifreeze coursing through your veins, what’s the
big deal if the temperature drops? The warming sun is bound
to come out some day.

Everyone around the Eastside seems to have one of those
friends who always has their wood split and stacked before
Labor Day, or skis tuned and waxed before Halloween—
constantly running around prepping for something. In the
high country, this “be prepared” busy-body role is filled by
the pika.
Looking more like an extreme mountain guinea pig than a
hare, this alpine member of the rabbit family seems to spend
every waking hour running around meadows, over rock
piles, through tunnels and even on snow, with clumps of
vegetation in its mouth.
Instead of taking the straight forward (migrate), complex
(make your own antifreeze) or boring (go to sleep for a few
weeks) way out of winter, pikas resort to farming. This frenetic creature actually harvests grasses and herbs to dry
and store in “haystacks” among rocks. These cured food
stores, hidden in vigorously defended rocky barns, allow
the pika to remain active all winter long.
Why all this trouble? Must be to watch sunset orange
and purple splash across snowy granite in January at 12,000’
while your friends are asleep with Orion overhead.…
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Pinedrops

Notes on issues affecting Eastern Sierra Public Lands

photo: Paul McFarland

Travel Management Decision Proves Appealing

Collaborative planning is a way forward. The next step
is implementation, such as this volunteer delineated route,
Upper Owens River, July 2009.

CREATE A
LEGACY OF
STEWARDSHIP
Your bequest helps
Friends of the Inyo
forge new paths for
stewardship of the
public lands of the
Eastern Sierra. Planning
now could help reduce
taxes on your estate.
Many gift options are
available.
Please contact Darren
Malloy for more
information:
Darren Malloy
Friends of the Inyo
Gift Planning
699 W. Line St.
Bishop, CA 3546
760-873-6500

THIS AUGUST, Inyo National
Forest Supervisor Jim Upchurch
released his final decision on the
Inyo’s Motorized Travel Management process (also known as
route designation). The Supervisor’s sound decision culminates
a nearly decade long journey
to sort through the unplanned
spaghetti of roads criss-crossing
the Inyo and create a sensible,
manageable and more sustainable system of roads and trails
for motorized use.
In making his final determination, Supervisor Upchruch
wrote that he was “especially
pleased that the Selected Alternative was developed in part
as a collaborative communitybased effort.” Known as the
Collaborative Alternative Team,
or CAT, nearly two dozen individuals came together, independent of the Forest Service, to
see if a compromise on which
roads to designate and which to
restore could be found.
The CAT embodied a break-

through in local public lands
dialogue. As the CAT Statement of Findings finally read,
“the goal of the CAT, collectively, and its members, individually, was not to ‘win’ or ‘beat’
anyone or anything. The goal
was to use our local knowledge
to create a designated system of
roads, trails and areas across the
Inyo that works for people and
the land.”
In the case of travel management, it appears this effort has
worked well enough to produce
a decision that received only
two, relatively minor, appeals.
This is huge considering opposing forces have long been massing their resources to appeal
and stall this critical process on
forests across the country.
The true test of whether
collaboration can work will be
written on the land and in our
community—a demonstrated
increase in a land ethic, users
staying on designated routes,
better maintenance of the designated system and efficient onthe ground implementation of
this decision.

Sherwins Working
Group Wraps Up
By Stacy Corless

ANOTHER COLLABORATIVE
planning effort with the Inyo
National Forest has reached an
important milestone. The Sherwins Working Group, which
included Friends of the Inyo
members and staff, completed
its proposal for recreational planning on Forest Service lands in
the Sherwins/Mammoth Meadows area. This “diverse volunteer citizens’ committee” (in the
group’s own words from the
proposal) took as its guiding

Friends 10
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principle “to value and respect
the many different users, the
natural habitats and resources
of this area. Appropriate land
use, avoidance of potential user
conflicts...and wildlife considerations have been core to consensus.”
Inyo National Forest staff will
review the proposal and begin
the planning and implementation process this winter. Friends
of the Inyo will continue to stay
involved as this planning effort
moves forward.

Fish Slough Volunteer Effort Continues
By Andrew Schurr

FRIENDS OF THE INYO, in
coordination with the BLM
and the Department of Fish
and Game, continues to monitor the sensitive Fish Slough
area on the Volcanic Tableland
north of Bishop. With the help
of many dedicated volunteers,
we work to protect endangered
pupfish, sensitive desert riparian habitat and prevent vandalism and theft of important
cultural resources. Fish Slough
is an absolutely beautiful area
that every one should see. With
its abundant plant and animal
life, the Fish Slough area is a
rare oasis in a stark volcanic
landscape that has provided
humans and animals with sanctuary for centuries. Petroglyphs
and lithic artifacts abound,
birds are ever-present and rare
fish species call it home. It is
important to continue to protect this very special place. We
can’t do it alone and are always
looking for more help. If you
would like to volunteer contact
Andrew Schurr at andrew@
friendsoftheinyo.org.
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Essay
Many Hands for Public Lands
Implementing Wilderness
By Paul McFarland

T

here’s an old truism that it’s not so much how you handle
Wilderness designation is one of the best tools we have to protect
a loss that matters, but how you handle success. Here
that storied “last best place” we all carry with us. This designation
in the Eastern Sierra, we have some pretty huge, recent
is not the end of our work, but rather just another beginning. If
success for public lands—none greater than the Omnibus Public
we are going to give these special places a chance at hanging onto
Lands Act of 2009 and the nearly half a million acres of new
their wildness in an ever-changing world, then we—you, me, all of
Wilderness it protects.
us —must figure out how to gracefully and sustainably implement
Because of the work of hundreds of folks over many years – prob- success.
ably many of you holding this newsletter right now— places such
We have a lot of work to do.
as Cottonwood Basin in the White Mountains and Glass Creek
It all starts with going outside. Be sure to take a friend with you.
Meadow in the Owens River Headwaters are now legally designated
Wilderness areas “where the earth and its community of life are
untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not
remain.”
Does that mean we can rest assured knowing these places are
preserved for future generations?
True, they are preserved on paper. Yet, there still is work to do on
the ground to secure the physical protection of these amazing lands.
Yosemite toads can’t read, and Bristlecone pines probably find
trifles like congressional deliberation and legislation dismissible and
transitory. “Future generations”, have yet to be born to enjoy this
wilderness that they, unknowingly of course, have helped justify and
create. It also must be said that there is a segment of our population that doesn’t view the long-term preservation of wilderness as a
success, much less a good thing.
Our real challenge is to make these hard won designations matter
to the Yosemite toad, the Bristlecone pine, the unhappy motorized
recreationist, and the future birder, yet unborn. To do right by this
protection we have all strived to create, we’ve a lot of good work
still to do.
This work includes everything from putting up boundary signs to
educating people about designated wilderness; inventorying campsites, trails, grazing allotments and other human creations to set a
foundation for future management.
To make these new designations matter, we need to get out
there on the ground. We need to fix the trails that are eroding into
streams, restore shortcuts through meadows, assess the current
ecological health of these special places, and craft thoughtful plans
for maintaining their ecological health, as well as sustaining it in a
changing world.
We need to empower people—on-the-ground rangers and stewards, paid and volunteers—to manage the natural resources, along
with the human resources: the folks who will inevitably come to
these areas seeking the restorative power held in those sacred places
we deem wilderness worthy, a designation bestowed upon only
.05% of the land in the U.S. In short, we need to make sure future Friends in the new Owens River Headwaters Wilderness,
(and current) generations know how to poop in the woods.
4 July 2009.
Friends 11
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Member News
The Original Mammoth Stewards
By Stacy Corless

photos: Drew Foster

is left for the future.You are the new “keepers of the flame.”We admire and
appreciate all your efforts. Thank you and we wish you continued success.

(Above)The upper Lakes Basin is
much loved and cared for, thanks to
the original Mammoth stewards.
(Right)
Stopping the trans-Sierra highway
led to the Ansel Adams Wilderness.

L

ast year, we received an inspiring letter from Friends
of the Inyo members Bob and Peggy Schotz. Bob and
Peggy lived in Mammoth for decades, operating lodges
in the Mammoth Lakes Basin. Here’s what Bob wrote:

When I drifted into the Eastern Sierra and Mammoth Lakes some 68
years ago, I was smitten with the whole area, its lakes and streams, its
mountains and valleys, its seasons and their beauty. And I never left. 54
years ago, I was joined by Peggy...who shared the same love of the area
and its meaning and has expressed it so well in her paintings.
We have always been [attuned] to environmental and preservation
issues, in a small way to try to help preserve in a natural state what was
given us. Some efforts were large, others small. Some were successful, some
were not. But they all mattered and all were important.
A number of years ago, the environmental movement suffered personal
losses...We were discouraged and wondered who would rise to take their
places, who would carry the torch.
We were soon to soon realize that it is people like yourselves and your
organization, FOI, who have risen to accept the challenge, to protect what

It was an honor for Friends of the Inyo to be included in such lofty
company, and I can assure Bob and Peggy that we will do all we can
to keep the flame.
Reading Bob’s letter—and spending time caring for places in the
Lakes Basin this summer—made me realize what a fine foundation
of stewardship he and Peggy helped build. They, along with fellow
Friends of the Inyo member and longtime Mammoth Lakes Basin
author and resident Genny Smith, were the original Mammoth
stewards.
With their hospitality and art, their knowledge and respect of
the place, Bob, Peggy and Genny helped generations of visitors fall
in love with the Lakes Basin. They also helped save it—an act that
eventually created the Ansel Adams Wilderness, forming one of the
largest contiguous roadless areas in the United States.
This August, I had the pleasure of visiting Genny at her cabin
overlooking Twin Lakes, and she told me some of the story. Back in
the mid-1960s, westside governments seeking economic development proposed four-lane trans-Sierra highway through the central
Sierra. This year-round route would have followed an old trade trail
along the Middle Fork San Joaquin, forever altering the watershed
and the wild landscape at the heart of the range.
Despite immense obstacles, these local activists (and business
people and parents) banded together in a grassroots effort that ultimately stopped the project. Down in the Reds Meadow Resort cafe,
there’s a photo of then-governor Ronald Reagan at Summit Meadow
(taken there on horseback by Reds Meadow owner, Bob Tanner),
declaring that the road would not be built. “We simply don’t need
another highway,” Reagan said, adding that “any additional motorized access through this part of the southern Sierra will have a major
adverse impact on the fragile wilderness values we hold so dear.”
By stopping that road, Bob, Peggy and Genny paved the way for
current conservation successes. Thank you!

Rendezvous 2009
We had a fantastic time—and
turnout—for the member party
back in September. Huge thanks
to all who attended. Be sure
to save the last Saturday in
September 2010 for Friends of
the Inyo fun!
all photos: Kevin Shea
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Member News…continued
New Photo Book on the John Muir Trail
Editor’s Note: Friends of the Inyo member, wilderness advocate and
master photographer John Dittli just finished this amazing new project.
I couldn’t wait until Christmas to order my copy of the book, and start
dreaming of the high country.

photo: John Dittli

Walk the Sky: Following the John Muir Trail, a new full-color celebration of the John Muir Trail in California’s High Sierra published
by Companion Press in Bishop, presents the most comprehensive
photographic essay treatment of the Trail since Ansel Adams’
treatment in 1938. Over the course of three decades mountaineerphotographer John Dittli has captured the stunning scenery and
spirit of wilderness along the summit of the Pacific Crest. Walk the
Sky features 85 spectacular large format color plates (including 18
double-page panoramas) and four thoughtful essays by Eastern
Sierra writer Mark Schlenz on the history of the trail, John Muir’s
early 20th century wilderness advocacy, the joy of walking the
watersheds and passes the trail traverses, and wilderness ethics of
High Sierra hiking.
Completed in 1938, the John Muir Trail traverses more than 200
roadless miles through Yosemite National Park, the Ansel Adams
Wilderness, the John Muir Wilderness, and Sequoia and Kings
Canyon National Parks. In Walk the Sky, the reader journeys with
John Dittli’s spectacular images north to south—from Yosemite
Valley to Mount Whitney—along John Muir’s 221-mile namesake route through the wilderness areas at the heart of the Sierra
Nevada. This is an extraordinary walk: each hiker encounters high
passes, stream crossings, mountain meadows and lakes, thunderstorms, and daunting physical challenges along with awesome
beauty and the camaraderie of the trail. Those who hike the JMT
(or take it on as part of a Pacific Crest Trail journey) devote months
to advance planning and weeks to walk these mountain miles. The
experience inspires passionate enthusiasm for the John Muir Trail—
and precious wilderness preserved in the High Sierra—among

Morning light slips beneath an impending storm, Mt Clarence
King, upper Woods Creek, John Muir Trail, Kings Canyon
National Park.
hikers around the world. John Muir inspired countless others
to share his passions for walking and wilderness conservation—
and a century later, no person who has walked his trail remains
unchanged.
This stunning collection of photographs by a Sierra mountaineer who knows this country intimately throughout the seasons will
appeal to all who have walked the John Muir Trail—and anyone who
hopes to walk it—as they follow Muir’s trail and “walk the sky.”
A hardcover coffee table book, Walk the Sky: Following the John
Muir Trail retails for $49.95 and is available at Spellbinder Books
in Bishop and The Booky Joint in Mammoth Lakes, as well as
National Park and Forest Service Visitor Centers in the Sierra
region. A limited edition slipcased, signed and numbered edition of
300 is available only from photographer John Dittli at www.johndittli.com.
Atttention members! Do you have good news for us? Please share it by
emailing stacy@friendsoftheinyo.org.

(Left to right)
Chilaquiles taste even better by a morning campfire.
You’re never too young to cook at an FOI campout.
Eastside favorite The Dysceltics (and guests) entertain into
the night.
Todd Vogel tops off another incredible meal.
Member/photographer Kevin Shea helps Darren Malloy
with the prize turkey.
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Last Words
Go to www.FriendsoftheInyo.org for details!
December 4–5
January 9
January 10
January 23
February 14
February 20
March 5–7
March 13
April 24
April 8–11
May 8

Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Snowshoe Glass Creek/Obsidian Dome
Glass Creek Meadow/White Wing Ski Tour
June Burn Area Ski Tour
Chocolate Peak Hike/Snowshoe
Inyo Craters Ski Tour
Surprise Canyon Tamarisk Tour
Tablelands Tour
Grouse Mountain Hike
Argus Mountains Service Trip
International Migratory Bird Day Hike,
White Mountains

DEC. 4-5

MAMMOTH & BISHOP

Winter Events & Explorations

The festival returns to the Eastern Sierra for a third year, with two different
programs in Mammoth and Bishop. This year, Cerro Coso College is the
venue in both Inyo and Mono. Films highlight adventure and activism
around the globe. And we’ll be premiering a new Friends of the Inyo film!
Tickets are $10 per night, and will be available at Wilson’s Eastside Sports in
Bishop and Access Art & Business Center in Mammoth on November 19.
Join Friends of the Inyo or renew/upgrade your membership and get a free
film fest ticket!
MAMMOTH

Friday, December 4: 7 p.m.
Cerro Coso College
(off Meridian Blvd)

photo: Todd Vogel

BISHOP

Saturday, December 5: 7p.m.
Cerro Coso College
(West Line Street)

Ticket and film information at

www.friendsoftheinyo.org

Hikers enjoy lunch with a view on Chocolate Peak.

Accolades & Acknowledgements
Heartfelt Thanks to
Our wonderful members and amazing volunteers
who showed up all summer long
MLTPA staff: John, Kim, Lara, Linsey and Chuck
Kevin Shea
Alpine Paint
Doit Center/Mammoth
Marci Satterfield/Wilderness Catering
Tioga Pass Resort staff and guests

EASTERN SIERRA STEWARDSHIP CORPS
B U S I N E S S
S U P P O R T E R

Access, Anything Goes Catering, AV Sierra Club, Jo Bacon, Bardini Foundation, Bear With Us,
Bardini Foundation, Cardinal Investments, Erica Chapin and Robin Roberts, Cheryl Bretton
Appraisal, Coldwell Banker Mammoth Real Estate/Patty Schwartzkopf, Nils Davis Design,

In Memory of…
Bill Reid, Mono County Supervisor, whose thoughtful,
fair and considerate leadership will be missed, and Jeffery Maurer, one
of the earth’s gentlest souls who taught us how to know
and love the land and one another.
Congratulations to…
Sally Miller and Paul McFarland,
recipients of the Sierra Nevada Alliance’s 2009 Frank Wells’ Last Best
Place award for their work in wilderness protection!

Daylight’s Healing Touch, Eastside Magazine, Flowmotion Pilates, Focused Fitness,
The Green Thread/Tim and Leslie Willoughby, Hardy and Place, InTouch Microspa,
John Dittli Photography, Richard Kauffmann, Randall and Mary Kauffmann,
Law Offices of Timothy B. Sanford, Marla Sweeney, McDonald’s of Lone Pine/Bishop/
Mammoth Lakes, Patti Milliron/Hanz On Massage and Yoga, Mono Market, Muhka,
Mammoth Lakes Sunrise Rotary, Nils Davis Design & Production, Sierra Conservation Project,
Sierra Maps, Sierra Solar, Spotted Dog Press, Frank Stewart and Lisa Jaeger, The Sheet,
Tioga Pass Resort, Vermilion Valley Resort, Vern Clevenger Gallery, Derrick Volceka,
Wilderness Catering, Wilson’s Eastside Sports, Yosemite Halfdome View Vacation Rentals
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Business Sponsors
106 S. Main Street, Suite 201
Bishop, CA 93514

attorneys at law

Todd Vogel, director
760-920-0774

todd@outdoorlink.org

Strength, Flexibility, Prevention
and Healing through Movement
FlowMotion Pilates, Bishop, CA
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p
a l!
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nk

Owner Margy Verba
is Pilates Method Alliance Gold Certified
699 W. Line St., Ste. E, Bishop
760-920-2332
www.flowmotionpilates.com

Serving

Lee Vining

since 1926…
your full-service community grocer
featuring:

“Mono-made” goodies,
locally-grown produce,
natural foods, real beer
Find it all in the red cabin on the
south end of Lee Vining.
760-647-1010

NZ
HA

ON MASSA
GE
&

Sierra Solar

YO

Grid-Tie & Off-Grid Solar Electric Systems

G

A

HO P
BIS

PATTI MILLIRON

PH: (760)873.5606

Nils Davis Graphic Design & Production

Custom Web Design

Your residential Grid-Tie specialist Serving Mono & Inyo Counties
since 1990. Complete system design & installation. 30% Federal Tax
Credit on Grid-Tie Systems. Utility Company rebates & Net Metering.
There’s never been a better time to convert your home or business to Solar Energy!

lic.#360454

Sierra Maps - #1 Locals’ Choice

Custom, professional design
Functional, usable and easy-to-find sites
Ask us about our FREE content management system

760.872.7418

760-937-0307

sierramaps@aol.com
PO Box 1658
California 93515
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Friends of the Inyo
699 West Line, Suite A
Bishop, California 93514

Join with us to preserve the Eastern Sierra
Membership Levels:
___ $35
Clark’s Nutcracker
___ $50
Yosemite Toad
___ $100
Sierra Nevada Bighorn
___ $500
Wilderness Steward
___ Please send a gift membership to the address below
q Do not include my name in the annual report
You will receive a FREE 100% organic cotton Friends of the Inyo t-shirt with
a donation of $50 or more.
Shirt size 		
(S, M, L, XL)

m Mens

m Womens

All members will receive our
biannual newsletter, as well
as timely alerts on
Eastern Sierra public lands
conservation issues.
Please make all checks payable to FOI.
All donations to FOI are tax-deductible.

name
address

phone

FRIENDS OF THE IN Y O
P R E S E R VAT I O N • E X P L O R AT I O N • S T E W A R D S H I P

email

www.friendsoftheinyo.org

